A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
was inscribed over the gate of one of their great
arsenals 0 Over there is another misunderstanding
behind which they sheltered: "Human nature never
changes." Both those slogans when repeated parrot-
like over and over again, became very dangerous
beliefs. The first was only true to a limited extent,
It was like two big'> bullies at school, of equal^weight
and height. Their strength made them fearful of
each other, and they did not fight for a long time.
Then, one of them, seeing his chance, took the
other unawares. The result was of course that
although one had taken a mean advantage of the
other and consequently looked like knocking the
other out at first, he didn't-as his opponent
managed to stop the quick decision. Both fought
on for a very long time and both were, eventually,
carried off to hospital/
'What about human nature never changing?' asked
the small boy, who had been asking his leader such
intelligent questions.
'Oh,5 replied the leader, 'there again they made
use of a half truth because it suited them. What
they didn't realise was that as evolution goes on all
the time, so our habits change despite tfee fact that
human nature is always inclined to be cruel. Take
those poor people who suffered so much during the
Great War: they were evolving and,their habits
were changing. A hundred years before the Great
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